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Financial Crisis 101"Alcohol,
The H'onor
Code,
And Self-
continued on page four
ENTERTAINMENT
Find out where our national
economy went wrong
Governance" MIRIAM WASSER '09
staff writer
SARAH KOSOFSKY '12 In early 2000, the Federal Reserve
had set very low interest rates because
the economy was doing well and there
was no immediate threat of inflation.
In addition, the huge trade imbalance
in the US (we import more. capital/
goods and services than we export)
meant that in effect, the rest of the
world was giving us goods and ser:
vices in exchange for US dollars, and
then using those US dollars to buy US
Treasury bills. This increased the de-
mand for Treasury bills, which is es-
sentially an increase in the supply of
willing buyers. The effect of this is
that interest rates are driven down, be-
cause when supply goes up, prices go
down; the interest rate represents the
price being charged for the Treasury
bills. (It is in the US national interest.
to sell our debt at the lowest possible
interest rate, so that when we pay back
those who loaned us money, we are
paying them less). This was directly
linked to the highly competitive and
robust housing market; low interest
rates encourage individuals to take out
loans, and more people can therefore
afford tobuy-homes or take out mort-
gages. (Low interest rates also allow
businesses to borrow money for entre-
preneurship, financing inventories or
for investment). So with low interest
rates, banks were able to offer a huge
number of mortgages to homeowners
and buyers. And because many banks
were trying to sell the same product,
they had to offer special deals to bor-
rowers in order to remain competitive.
. Because the banks wanted to make
these loans, they were not as careful as
they had been in the past, and relaxed
traditional borrowing requirements!
safety requirements. They ended up
lending money to people who could
not pay it back-banks issued sub-
prime mortgages (mortgage loans that
carry a higher risk to lenders because
they are given to people with financial
problems).
Economists and critics warned
about sub-prime mortgages for years,
and what we have seen recently is the
materializing of their concerns: banks
staff writer
This past Thursday, Connecticut
College experienced something new
on campus: "Alcohol, the Honor
Code and Self-Governance: A Com-
munity Conversation." This was
an event created to discuss the issue
of alcohol abuse on campus. In the
past few weeks, there have been at
least eleven alcohol-related ambu-
lance transports to the local hospital,
in addition to multiple cases of dorm
damage. There have been reports of
New Londoners. complaining about
drunken student drivers. Reportedly,
one man's service in the L&M hospi-
tal waiting room while experiencing
heart problems was slowed due to the
amount of Connecticut College stu-
dents being transported at the time.
From 5:00 PM to 6:45 PM on Oc-
tober 2, every student was encour-
aged to talk with .the rest of their
residential house about alcohol on
campus and the role of the Honor
Code, either in their own common
rooms, dining halls or classrooms. To
motivate students to attend the meet-
ings, the dining halls, the Oasis, the
Athletic Center, and the Library were
all closed in the window of time that
the meeting took place. The only way'
that students were able to get din-
ner through the school was from the
food provided at the house meetings.
In these meetings, students were
able to speak with their house fel-
lows, faculty members, coaches,
and fellow students about how they
felt about the alcohol situation on
campus, and how to make things
more comfortable in 'the dorms.
For many, this event felt unneces-
sary; they felt that a meeting about
alcohol on a Thursday evening would
prevent drinking later that night.
Some upperclassmen believed that
the talk should be aimed at the fresh-
men, as the majority of the ambu-
lance transports have been freshmen
who "don't know their limit." Many
freshmen believed that the talks
wouldn't help; thinking that hearing
more about the detriments of alco-
hol would not make the abuse stop.
In these discussions, students were
asked what would make the prob-
lem less of an issue. Some ideas in-
cluded having a movie night on the
weekends that would feature movies
recently OUt of theaters. Many other
colleges already have this activity,
so it is a possibility. And although
Coffee Grounds is currently under
The president and vice president
-are always expected to work closely
with one another, but never before
have they lived so close to one an-
other. Until now. Last week, in the
gave mortgages (loans) to many peo-
ple who could not afford to pay them
back, and the banks were forced to
foreclose on those mortgages (take
away mortgages because payments
have not been made) and seize their
homes. This happened over and over
again, resulting in a great number of
empty homes. The law of supply and
demand kicked in: which meant that
the excess in the supply of homes
drove down the price; i.e., houses
were suddenly worth less than the
mortgage loans homeowners received
a few years earlier. This meant that
when homeowners with sub-prime
mortgages defaulted, the banks lost
money because they seized property
that was worth less than the value of
the loan they had issued. This is one
aspect of the current financial crisis.
Another aspect of the mortgage
problem has to do with mortgage-
backed securities (a security is essen-
tially a contract that can be assigned
a value and traded; in this case, the
mortgage!house is used as collateral,
a means of securing the transaction).
Banks want to give loans because
they make a profit on the interest they
charge, so when they give mortgage
loans, they often then package a group
of mortgages and sell them to another
institution or investors. The bank then
takes the money it received from the
sale of those packaged mortgages
and offers more loans or mortgages
to other buyers. When the bank pack-
ages mortgages, they sell them to an-
other financial institution-a sort of
middle-man company. This middle-
man company then asks other finan-
cial institutions to loan them money,
using the money homeowners pay for
their mortgages as proof that they, the
middle-man company, have incoming
revenue and will be able to pay back
the new loan. Investors are willing
to buy them because they are backed
by mortgages; they feel confident in
their purchases because a house is a
solid, physical asset. The new loan
is the new security that is backed by
mortgages, and those who buy these
securities receive income when the
homeowners make their mortgage
payments. What follows after the buy-
ing and selling of these securities is a
complex, and largely non-transparent
process of buying and selling similar
to the stock market. The connection to
the financial crisis is that when people
stopped paying their mortgages, there
was a severe drop in confidence in
mortgage-backed securities, which
then caused a crash in their value.
This is the heart of the current crisis:
there has been a drop in the value of
all types of assets as people have lost
confidence in the system.
Greed certainly played a role, as
bad mortgages were sold and inves-
tors made very risky investments in
an effort to get higher yields. What
is of greater concern is the lack of
transparency, oversight, and regula-
tion in the financial system. One ex-
ample concerns derivatives (a way
of investing in a particular product
or security without owning the assets
behind it, such as purchasing mort-
gage-backed securities-remember,
SEE FINANCIAL
continued on page four
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Letter From The Editor
How things have deteriorated. The financial system is crumbling before our
eyes, our govermnent is showing frightful inefficiency, and suddenly, Connect-
icut College has a full-fledged drinking problem. But are any of the above a
surprise to anyone who has had their ear to the ground?
The financial system's collapse (as Miriam Wasser outlines in "Financial Cri-
sis 10I") was a long overdue repercussion for the greed and lack of regulations
that became the norm on Wall Street. The govermnent's delayed response 10
the crisis was a long time in the making also. This crisis all but confirmed
President Bush's lame-duck status, as politicians who had followed him for
eight years finally decided' this guy might not know what he is doing.
Connecticut College's drinking problem? The writing was on the wall. As
anyone who attended the alcohol talks this week discussed, there are problems,
past and present, fueling this fire. Some of them cannot change (Nothing will
be in walking distance anytime soon; Campus Safety will not "lighten up" any-
time soon either), but others of them can.
Many people complained about the lack of events. Perhaps it is not the lack
of events, but rather the diversity of events that is the problem. This is noth-
ing new. SAC events have always been the main draw on weekend nights. If
people are not satisfied with the SAC events, organize other events. We are an
institution that prides itself on the wealth and diversity of clubs on campus. But
what are these clubs really doing? Stop complaining, and start planning.
Others complained about the health center being closed on the weekends.
This again, is nothing new. Unfortunately, because of the recent influx of hos-
pital visits this problem has taken on much greater significance. An open health
center would reduce hospital visits drastically. Many of our hospital visits have
been grave, but several others have been purely precautionary. Those precau-
tionary cases could be hydrated and monitored on campus. Keeping the health
center open would be an expensive endeavor, and this is where I believe the
administration struggles with it the most. But is the cost of hiring a nurse (and
don't tell me in this economy you can't find one) really outweigh the social cost
of weekend hospital visits?
All in all, it is hard to say whether the alcohol talks were successful. There
were no write-ups Thursday evening, but Saturday night alone there were two
hospital visits. What this talk provided us with (much like it provided the gov'
ernment during the Bailout Plan) was an opportunity to take a good hard look
at our system. Yes, there are flaws. But for the most part we are a campus of
responsible people. Maybe it is time for those responsible people to attempt to
bailout those who aren't.
-Ben
Agree?
Disagree?
Let us know what you think.
E-mail Opinion pieces or Let-
ters to the Editor to ccvoice@
conncoll.edu
Spring Break 2008
Travel Free
Free Meals/ Drinks
Book before Nov. 1
Hottest destinations
www.sunsplashtours.com
(800)426.7710
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THE COLLEGE VOICE NEWS
Political Apparel Banned At Some
Election Sites
LA~RENMORROW '09
news editor
For weeks . b.' ,In oxes around the na-
tion have been filled with e-mails
warning people not to wear Barack
Obama paraphernalia to the polls on
ElectIOn Day C " .. . ampargmng within
a certain dist f .. . ance 0 a voting space
IS ag~lnst the law, and some consider
~eanng political apparel at election
sites electioneering (albeit, passive).
Although many argue that people
already know who they are going to
vote for by the time they arrive at the
polls, and seeing a pin or T-shirt will
not sway those decisions, select parts
of the country will be enacting this
obscure, rarely-enforced regulation.
Poll officials ultimately decide
whether or not a law such as this will
be put into effect, and while it is ex-
pected that people will be permitted
to wear whatever they choose at most
voting locations, some are planning to
sternly implement the regulation.
In Pennsylvania, where the GOP
was planning to fully prohibit politi-
cal paraphernalia, people became so
outraged that the American Civil Lib-
erties Union decided to fight back.
According to a recent article in USA
Today, the ACLU felt that prohibit-
ing people from wearing their choice
of clothing on Election Day could
be seen as unconstitutional. The
will be asked to remove any pins or
shirts that include candidate slogans,
and this will like!y be the case for se-
lect sites throughout the nation.
Many Connecticut College students
are staunch Obama supporters, and it
ISnot rare to see someone on campus
weanng an Obama '08 shirt or pin.
"The enforcement of this t-shirt and
button law seems like an attempt to
discourage voters, not protect the vot-
ing process," says senior Laura Snow.
" While Connecticut might not en-
force this law like a swing state 'might,
I now won't be wearing my Obama T-
shirt to the polls ... just afterwards."
An anonymous Conn student agrees
.that the law is unnecessary,
"If you are still undecided on Elec-
tion Day, then you don't deserve to
vote," he says.
Although Connecticut has not been
mentioned among the states that will
be turning voters away for sporting
political wear, it may be best to avoid
doing so on November 4. It is also
important for students to inform their
friends and families of this ambigu-
ous regulation, because many of them
may be voting at sites that will take
action on Election Day.
So tell those you love to think twice
before putting on that Barack 'n Roll
t-shirt (or two-piece skirt set, with
Palin's face stitched to the back), on
November 4. For some, it could mean
the difference between voting or not.
"Alcohol. .."
continued from page one
renovations and is usually closed on
Saturdays, many students said that
they would like a small, cafe-like at-
mosphere to go to in their free time.
Campus Safety was also a topic
brought to attention at these house
meetings. Students claimed that they
had been harassed by officers when
drinking responsibly and quietly in
their rooms. Some upperclassmen re-
ported that they are so heavily watched
by Campus Safety that they are unable
to prove how responsible they can be,
in regards to parties and drinking.
See a summary of what each
house spoke about in their
respective meetings on page 5
o
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10 Year
Anniversary
Of The
Matthew
Shepard
Murder
STEPHANIE SCHWARTZ '12
staff writer
Courtesy of the Web
Pennsylvania Department of State fi-
nally made it clear that 'county boards
of elections will determine whether
wearing such items will be considered
passive electioneering.
Additionally, states like Missouri,
illinois, Georgia, New York and Wash-
ington D.C. will allegedly be asking
voters not to arrive at the polls don-
ning political apparel. The Huffington
Post, in New York, says that voters
Photo courtesy o/Web
The phrase "hate crimes" usually
conjures up' graphic images of Ku
Klux Klan lynchings for most stu-
dents, all of whom are just happy to
remember something from all those
hours of AP US History. .
However, these targeted acts of vio-
lence in the United States did not end
with the Civil Rights Movement, but
actually continue today, both with the
issue of race and other matters, in-
cluding those of gender and sexuality.
The most famed hate crime against
homosexuality to this day is the Mat-
thew Shepard murder, of which the
tenth anniversary is Sunday, October
12,2008.
In remembrance of this horrible
event, Spectrum, a student organiza-
tion through the LGBTQ center that
As of today, only 32
states classify violence
against homosexuals as
a valid hate crime
works toward ending homophobia, is
holding an evening vigil on Tuesday,
October 14, to draw attention to such
occurrences that unfortunately still
continue in present society and the
changes that need to be made in order
to give such violence the justice
Matthew Shepard was an openly gay
student at the University of Wyoming
when he was brutally pistol whipped,
tied to a remote fence, and left to die
by two men he had met at a bar earlier
Similarly, senior Stephanie Hoos be- the night of October 7, 1998. When
lieves students should take full ad- found the next day, he was so bloody
vantage of the opportunity to live in and bruised that the cyclist who came
a foreign culture. "Think about what across his body at first thought he was
it is that Conn College hasn't given a scarecrow. Shepard suffered a badly
th fractured skull, lacerations all overyou at you've always wanted. Try
and find a place that can expose you his head and neck, and major brain
to new walks of life that you might damage from the beating. He never
not have the opportunity to see oth- awoke from his coma and died five
erwise. Be proactive in your search., days later. His murderers were tried
see what's available to you. Don't and found guilty, but not convicted for
be afraid to think outside the box." a legal hate crime, as Wyoming law
To draw interest and then accom- at the time did not include gays and
modate the expected increase in ap- lesbians in the list of social groups af-
plications, the Study Away Commit- fected by such atrocities.
tee is looking to expand the number As of today, only 32 states classify
and range of the programs offered. violence against homosexuality as a
Parson is excited by the possibil- valid hate crime, and a national legis-
ity to lengthen the program's already lation that would include such crimes
far-reaching range of opportunities. in the listing nationwide, now deemed
"We want to try and diversify the Matthew Shepard Act, has repeat-
where students study ... where Eng- ,edly failed in Congress.
. lish is not the first language, and even The Vigil, featuring ~peakers about
if they haven't taken the language" hate crimes, descriptions of such
says Parson. "We want to make 'it atrocities, and singing, will be held
is easy as possible for students to Tuesday, October 14, at 8 PM at the
experience as much as possible." sundial With food and group reflection
back at the LGBTQ Center to follow.
A resididential house meeting in Harris. Photo by Gabrielle Kaminsky
I'll Be Gone 'Til November
Studying abroad invites students
to think globally
KATE KOLENDA '09
staff writer
On the night of October 10, 2008, a
large group of sophomores attended an
informational meeting about broaden-
ing their horizons. They had begun to
consider studying abroad. During the
meeting, Shirley Parson, Director of
the Office of National & International
Programs, encouraged those who at-
tended to "seriously think about more
non-traditional places to study, such
.as Africa, Asia and Latin America."
Fifty-five percent of Conn stu-
dents study abroad sometime dur-
ing their college career, but the ma-
jority do so in the fall or spring of
their junior year (conncoll.edu) Last
sprIng, 12 of those students went
thr?ugh the SATA Vietnam program,
While SATA Rome matched its sib-
ling program in popularity. An over-
Whelming 45 percent of those re-
marmng Spent their time in Western
E~rope, with the most popular coun-
tne beis emg Spain, Italy, and France.
There was a record increase this
semester in the number of students
who decided to study ill Scandina-
via, with seven students studying via
the INS program to Demnark, as op-
posed to the norm of three or four.
However, Parson coaxes students to
consider more exotic places, even if
they have not previously studied the
native language. Among Asia, Af-
rica, South America, she lists East-
ern Europe, where last spring three
Connecticut College students chose
the Czech Republic, and one elect-
ed to spend the semester in Russia .
Seniors who studied abroad last
year echo the Office's sentiment.
"I had an amazing time, but I wish
I would have challenged myself more
and been able to study abroad in a
drastically different country," says
senior Dana Ziclin, who studied in
Australia, when asked what advice
she has for those beginning the pro-
cess. "It wasn't very different from
America, and though I made some
great friends and would do it all again
in a heartbeat, in retro,spect I would
have chosen to also learn a language,"
r
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continued from page one
a security is a something assigned
a value and traded). The variety of
derivative mortgage-backed securi-
ties issued is huge, and the structures
they take are so complex that only the
people who deal with them on a day-
to-day basis can really understand
how they operate-it is hard for the
government or some oversight body
to regulate something that they do not
understand. Also, many transactions
are private and not recorded the way
stock transactions are, which makes
oversight and regulation impossible.
Without knowing the derivative struc-'
tures and transaction records, no one
can be very certain what the extents of
these assets are, who is holding them,
and the level of interdependence,
SO: the impact of the housing crisis
was both caused and felt by the rel-
evant financial institutions, And this,
in conjunction with poor regulatory
and oversight standards, became in-
creasingly visible this past summer
and into the fall.
One of the first public signs of this
crisis was the troubl~ faced by Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac this September.
Fannie Mae. and Freddie Mac were
created by the US Congress to pro-
vide funds to the housing market so
that more Arnericans could take out
mortgages and buy their homes. They
are, however, shareholder-owned, pri-
vate companies, and there are two of
them so thatthere is some competition
in the market, Fannie Mae .and Fred-
die Mac do not loan money directly
to homeowners, but rather buy pooled
mortgages from approved lenders (like
banks), and then sell those mortgages
to investors; part of what the firms do
is similar to the middle-man company
described earlier. In purchasing pooled
mortgages from a lender (Bank A), the
two provide more money for it to use
and give out as loans/mortgages. They
also insure mortgages, providing the
confidence mortgage lenders need in
order to make additional loans. The
two firms own about half of the US
mortgage market, and almost all US
mortgage lenders rely upon them. By
providing the bridge between mort-
gage lenders and investors willing to
buy mortgages, Fannie and Freddie
ensure the availability of sufficient
money in this sector.
What happened in early September
was a direct result of the housing cri-
sis; just as we saw earlier, mortgage
defaults caused a drop in housing
prices, and in the success of financial
institutions, including Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac. The US government
decided to step in and help the two
institutions by allowing the US Trea-
sury to buy shares in the company and
expand their access to credit, which
gives the company the ability to bor-
row as much money as they need to
cover, any short-term cash crunches
and long-term obligations, and only
have to pay interest on the money
when they use it. The government will
also create new management, guaran-
tee their debts (so the entities to which
they owe money will be confident that
they will receive their money), and
provide them with more liquidity, (Li-
quidity refers to the ability to convert
assets, which is property to which a
value can be assigned, into cash, The
more liquid something is, the more
easily it can be converted to cash.)
Mortgage-backed securities is one
form of assets owned by Fannie and
Freddie, and when the value of those
assets decreased, it meant that other fi-
nancial institutions would be less will-
ing to loan them money, or would loan
them less money. If they could sell
their bad assets, however, they would
have the money required to back more
loans, and keep business running, So
the purpose of the US bailout to the
two firms was for the US to buy their
bad loans, hoping that as demand for
Financial Crisis tOt
"The impact of the
housing crisis was both
caused and felt by the
relevant financial
institutions. And this,
in conjunction with
poor regulatory and
oversight standars, be-
came increasingly vis-
ible this past summer
and into fall."
the loans increased, so too would the
value of the assets, The US bought the
product of the firms (loans), which
increased demand, and increased the
value/price of the product. And the
increase in product/asset value would
mean that Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac would have the collateral they
needed for future business. The bail-
out of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac is
projected to cost
taxpayers about
$25 billion,
As the financial
crisis widened,
and before the
end of September,
the investment
bank Lehman
Brothers filed for
bankruptcy and
failed; the invest-
ment firm Merrill
Lynch was bought
by Bank of Amer-
ica; the country's
largest savings
bank, Washington
Mutual, was pur-
chased by JPMor-
gan Chase; and the insurance giant,
American International Group (AIG) ,
announced it too was in trouble. AIG
is a major insurance corporation that
issues another type of derivative, loan
insurance. To explain what they do,
assume Bank A loans money, or gives
a mortgage, to an individual, with the
expectation of being repaid, If that in-
dividual cannot pay back their loan,
Bank A loses money, This is where
AIG stepped into the picture: they
offered loan insurance to banks like
Bank A, guaranteeing that, for a set
periodic fee, if loans were not paid
back, AIG would give Bank A the lost
money, This is just like car insurance:
I pay a monthly fee, and should I dam-
age my car, the insurance company
pays for the repairs, AlG, and car in-
surance companies, are willing to of-
fer insurance because they assume that
the revenue from the fees they charge
will offset any money they have to
payout. But part of the reason AlG
almost went under was that too many
people could not payoff their loans
(sub-prime mortgages, for example),
and AlG was forced to payout more
money than they were receiving from
the regular fee payments.
Companies like Bank A and AIG
expect a revenue flow from their un-
derlying assets, which leads them to
enter into new deals and derivative
revenue flows, To explain this another
way, they expect to make money off
the first transaction (mortgage pay-
ments with interest, for instance),
which allows and entices them to
engage in a second, or third transac-
tion (mortgage-backed securities or
insurance, for instance). As long as
money flows through the system reg-
ularly (people make their mortgage
payments and banks like AIG do not,
have to issue more in insurance repay-
ments than they take in) everything is
fine, But when something goes wrong
(people cannot repay their sub-prime
mortgages) everything else is affect-
ed, People lost confidence inAIG, and
no one was willing to buy new shares
or buy the company, which further de-
creased confidence in it. It is crucial
to remember how influential market
psychology is to this sector of the fi-
nancial system. The problem we have
right now is not that there is a lack of
money to buy shares. or essentially
loan money to the failing banks, but
that because of a crisis of confidence
in the overall system, no one is willing
to do so, even at high interest rates.
The US government again stepped in
to help AlG, and announced an $85
'billion rescue plan, which included a
stipulation that 80% of the institution
would be owned by the US govern-
ment.
The US is known as the ultimate
insurer; by backing institutions it is
tacitly saying that the institution will
be okay. The just-passed Congres-
sional bill to buy up to $700 billion
(funded by the selling of bonds and
Treasury notes) of bad loans at a low-
er-than-usual market price is intended
to increase confidence in the financial
sector. The $700 billion will be used
to buy bad loans from banks (essen-
tially buying the product of the bank),
and holding on
to them until the
housing market
improves (which
the government
expects will oc-
cur), If the value
of the loans and
assets increases,
the US is hop-
ing to sell off the
loans to inves-
tors at a higher
price, and make
a profit for US,
taxpayers. Some
of these loans,
will probably be
defaulted on, but
the hope is that
when the market improves, there will
be a willingness on the part of buyers
to pay higher prices for homes, and
the government will get the money
back. (Think of the government as
owning and selling homes), If the
price the government resells it for is
less than they paid (if the government
loses money), then the bill stipulates
that somehow the banking or finan-
cial system will be forced to pay the
difference. The bill does not stipulate
how this will be done, but is to be de-
termined in the future. The bill also
says that the government will receive
warrants (the ability to acquire stocks
in the future) from these banks, What
this means is that should the loans not
be paid off in the future, the govern-
ment will make up the lost money by
becoming a partial shareholder of the
company (owning stock), As a share-
holder, they would be entitled to some
of the bank's profits, The goal of the
bill is to increase confidence in the
financial system, though it is compli-
cated by the inevitable uncertainty of
the future.
There also has been a tremendous
failure on the part of our country's
leaders to explain, in layman's terms,
what is happening to the system, and
why this crisis is not just about bail-
ing out rich people on Wall Street.
Any proposed bill will help "the fat
cats" on Wall Street, but it will also
be an attempt to save "Main Street,"
or everyone who participates in the
real economy (the production of out-
put and jobs), Its effects will also be
felt in the global economic system, In
a crisis of confidence, as we currently
have, failure to pass a "bailout" will
only exacerbate feelings of low confi-
dence. This is exactly what happened
when the House of Representative did
not pass the originally-proposed bill
on Monday, September 29; one could
literally watch the price of stocks de-
creasing in record-breaking drops,
Times of stock volatility are evidence
of uncertainty, which again, decreas-
es overall confidence; it becomes a
downward spiral, In the absence of
confidence, credit dries up (no one
is willing to make loans/buy stock),
which decreases investment in the
economy. What can follow from that
situation is a decrease in both supply
and demand for all sorts of goods and
services, creating the great potential
for a prolonged recession and a loss
of many jobs throughout the econo-
my. The same thing is true in the in-
ternational economy: if the rest of the
world loses confidence in the US sys-
tem, they stop buying bonds (which
finance a great deal of government
expenditures), And as explained, if
bonds stop being purchased, interest
rates go up, and with higher interest
rates, firms are less likelyto borrow
•
money, and overall investment de-
creases, With less money invested in
the system and in businesses, we slip
into a deep recession,
There is great danger in the com-
mon sentiment that any Congressional
proposal is qnly "a bailout for Wall
Street," as public outcry sways the
opinion of Congressional representa-
tives; public outcry should sway po-
litical representatives in a democracy,
but the public must also be informed.
What happened, and is still happening
on Wall Street has a direct impact on
all aspects ofthe economy: it impacts
public goods like Federal and State-
funded infrastructures, the ability of
students to take out loans for college,
and it poses a great challenge to the
myriad of businesses that provide
jobs, goods and services. That being
said, the specifics of the bill that was
passed will make a huge difference in
how this crisis is handled and in the
prospects for the future,
No one can know what the future
will look like, or even the impact of
bank consolidation, but we have a
better chance of preventing problems
down the road with new regulation.
The financial world changes very rap-
idly, and we need a new array of regu-
lation and oversight to keep up with
changes, and to modify accordingly,
It is not siniply that we need more
regulation; we need a different kind
of regulation.
This is likely to be one of the most
defining events of our lifetime, and it
is essential that we remain informed.
Freshman
Elected To
SGA
continued from page one
freshman class elections, roommates
Michael Dooley and Evan Abrams
were elected president and vice presi-
dent respectively, Alicia Cauterruc-
cio and Thomas Shrader were elected
Judicial Board Representatives and
Diamond Howell and Shani Brown
were elected Student Activity Coun-
cil Representatives.
While the two roommates are close
friends, they assure students that their
desire to run was completely profes-
sional, "Our choice to run together
on a ticket wasn't a product of our
friendship,' Abrams said, "But based
on our mutual vision for the class."
Students may remember Abrams
from his campaign poster, which
depicted him in the style of Sascha
Baron Cohen's character, Borat.
"My speech and platform were both
very serious," Abrams said of the
posters, "I felt it was important to
show a lighter side of [myself] in my
posters." .
Dooley's campaign posters may
have been a bit tamer, but his arnbi-
tioti is not, "I would like to see if
we could manage to keep Harris
open a bit later," Dooley said of his
goals for the year. "[We've] already
accomplished one goal by getting a
freshman seat on the Alcohol Policy
Review Committee." Time will only
tell If their shared-room in Johnson
can become the center of a successful
administration.
;
.---
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A Summary
Of The
Alcohol
Talks
BySGA
Senators
Abbey: We decided it's not about
drinking itself, but binge drinking.
Policies somewhat encourage binge
drinking in rooms.
Blackstone: New London closes very
early (around 9 PM), and the closest
city is New Haven. We thought that
a shuttle from here to New Haven
would get people off campus and
give them something else to do,
instead of drinking.
Branford: We should be aware of
the fact that it is primarily a fresh-
men issue, and alcohol comes from
upperclassmen. As upperclassmen we
need to be more mindful of that, and
more responsible.
Burdick: We spoke about commu-
nity and personal responsibility. One
idea was to have a one credit class
for freshmen to take once a week first
semester about drinking, so they have
more of an understanding of their
limits.
Earth: We spoke about changing the
drinking age from 21 to 18 and revis-
ing the social part of honor code or
abolishing it altogether.
Hamilton: Because we can't trans-
port anything with big bags, back-
packs" people are pounding drinks in
their rooms because they can't pace
themselves by moving it around cam-
pus. Also students thought there were
too many restrictions on kegs.
JA: Our culture of binge drink-
ing is based on the strictness of the
campus. Students feel backed into a
hole, so drinking in confined spaces.
Most upperclassmen were not happy
about common rooms as classroom,
because that meant fewer spaces.
Johnson: We spoke in circles for a
bit, attacking campus safety. That
grew into a discussion about having
responsibility for self, your actions,
and basically controlling yourself.
KB: We discussed how those inexpe-
rienced can drink with experienced
students. Excessive drinking is done
mainly because no one is open about
it.
Park: In Park so far there have been
three events, none of which involve
alcohol, and we are strongly recom-
mending to take initiative from inside
instead of waiting for events, try to
make them yourselves.
Plant: We suggested that there be a
freshmen seminar taught by seniors
about responsible drinking. In small-
er settings, students will feel more
comfortable asking questions. The
social honor code is about speaking
out. We said we should be speaking
TO people instead of speaking OUT
to people.
Ridge: On Harris Sunday mornings,
you hear people laugh that you were
so drunk you tore down a sign, but
that's not acceptable, and we should
remind people of that.
Smith: We spoke a lot about spaces
to socialize other than for drinking,
like more games or spaces in Cro, or
Harkness dining hall to be changed
into a hangout spot. We also dis-
cussed Coffee Grounds not being
open this semester.
Windham: Don't have events start
so late, so don't have to drink for 5
hours before a dance, because you
know no one will go for the first hour
anyway.
Wright: Most are singles on campus,
and you can't fit that many people in
the room. It almost encourages binge
drinking because you have to hurry
and drink there before moving on to
other rooms.
WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 22-28
Thursday
1O:21p Open Container (2) S
1O:21p Underage PIU (2) S
1O:21p Room Host S
10:40p Underage PIU (2) S
1O:40p Open Container (2) S
Friday
1:03a
1:03a
1:03a
1:03a
1:41a
1:43a
1:43a
Room Host (2) N
Drug PIU (2) N
Smoking (2) N
Underage PIU (2) N
Mutual Respect C
Personal Representation C
Hospital Transport C
Saturday
9:15p Room Host (2) C
9: 15p Underage PIU (2) C
9:15p Capacity (2) C
9: 15p Guest Host (2) C
9: 15p Failure to Comply C
9: 15p Mutual Respect C
9: 15p Smoking C
Sunday
I:08a Guest Host C
2:21a Noise N
2:21a Underage PIU N
2:21a Noise N
2:21a Capacity N
2:21a Room Host N
2:21a Underage PIU N
2:21 a Drinking Games N
2:21a Failure to Comply N
2:45a Room Host (3) S
2:45a Drinking Games (3) S
2:45a Property (3) S
2:45a Providing Alc to Minor (3) S
Police Blotter
Brought To You By I-Board
TOTAL:
21 Alcohol Incidents
2 Drug Related Incidents
3 Failure to Comply
2 Mutual respect
2 Noise
3 Smoking
I Personal Representation
3 Property
II Hosts
1 Hospital Transports*
J·Board saw six students this week.
Of the six, five were found responsi-
ble for at least one violation. Addi-
tionally, the adjudication teams saw
fourteen students this week. Of the
fourteen, twelve were found respon-
sible for at least on violation.
KEY
CDUC: Creating Dangerous
and/or Unhealthy Conditions
P/U: Possession and/or Use
PNG: Persona non grata: an
individual is no longer allowed
to return to Conn College.
DUI: Driving under the influ-
ence
N:North
S: South (Includes RR and Ab-
bey)
C: Central
MONTHLY RECAP FOR SEP·
TEMBER
Total Violations
65 All Alcohol Related Incidents
10 All Drug Related Incidents
7 Failure to Comply
10 CDUC
2 Departmental Regulations
1 DUI
6 Mutual Respect
12 Noise
6 Smoking
I Personal Representation
6 Property
2 Responding to Violations
35 All Host Related Incidents
I Fire Safety
11 Capacity
10 Hospital Transports
1 Plagiarism
2 Assaults
I Theft
J Board Sanctions
10 Choices AlcoholJDrug Workshop
I Car Restriction
3 Restitution (for damaged prop-
erty)
I PNG
6 Administrative Meeting
3 Letter of Warning
8 Social Warning
3 Probation
2 Contribution to the Voicel
Conn tact/CAN
3 Fire Fine of $150
9 Creative Sanction*
7 Community Service Hours**
* essays, letters, campaigns, etc
** wlcampus safety, physical plant,
SAC, etc
~e~I1~ft,nr~LearningNctwork
www.n~t:imes.com/leat.nin9
NUTRITION
Puzzle by Frank A. Longo
Edited by 'Mil Shortz
ACROSS
1. Pertaining to milk, cre arn.
butter or che ese
6. Shopper's delight
10. Take advantage of
13. Submit right before the
deadline: 2 wds.
15. Video game or Disney sci-
fi film of the 1980's
16. Holiday drink made with
12-Down
17. Triangle-shaped chart
that sh cces federal dietary
guidelines: 2 wds.
19. Droop
20. Interior design
21. Carbohydrates such as
glucose. fructose and
lactose
23. Abbr. on a Monopoly
board
25. Roman 1.400
27. Cooking container
28. Fragrances
31. Chop down
33. Cluster of small feathers:
36. Chicken or lamb serving
37. Massage
39. Unit used to express the
energy value of food
41. Gobbled up
42. Prefix meaning "equal"
43. From __ Z (completely):
2 cuds.
44. "Honest .. president
40. Substance essential to
normal metabolism, as
thiamine or niacin
47. lO__ sh e r!" (" Like.
d ef n ite Iy!")
48. Perfect divi nq score
49. Swindle
50. Suffix with Hallow or
velvet
52. People that take the bus,
for example
54. One who may oount to
48-Across ina boxi n 9
match
56.IISo me!"
58. Do o rkeep e rs may need to
check them
59. Direct a smile toward: 2
wds.
62. Weight loss queen Jenny
65. "Interview With the
Vampire" actor Stephen
66. Compound found in
animal-based foods that
can clog arteries
71. Advice columnist Landers
72. "__ a chill pill!"
73. Sweet baked food made
of dough
74. Jan., Feb., Mar .. etc.
75. "Yes. yes!". in Spain
76. Shock jock Howard
DOWN
1. Rod(s __ Leppard
2. Sha~espeare's "Much __
About Nothing"
3. "Where do from
here?': 2 wds.
4. Become flushed. as
cheeks
5. Exclamation of fright or
surprise
6. White. tasteless
carbohydrate thafs an
important constituent of
rice and potatoes
7. Elbow locale
8. "Bu perrn an'' reporter Lane
9. Finish: 2 wds.
10. Kind of fat thafs heart-
healthy
11. Fly like an eagle
12. Breakfast items that are
hi 9 h in 66-Across
14. Where the Empire State
BUilding is: Abbr.
18. CD-__ (PC insert)
22. Attend: 2 wds.
23. __ acid (essential
constituent of vinegar)
24. People who do not eat
meat, fish 0 r fowl
26. Nonstimulating coffee
28. People from Serbia.
Poland and Croatia
29. Quick haircut
------.,,-----
30. "Wake Up Little __ "
(Eve rly Broth ers hit)
32. Nutritionists recommend
drinking eight glasses of
this every day
34. Foods containing a high
amount of plant
ca rb 0hyd rates. au ch as:
whole grains and fruits:
35. Most MTV watchers:
38. Body parts that are
strengthened by calcium
40. lOTank Girlll star Petty
46. Last word of a prayer
51. Atom centers:
53. What the bcdy will do to
consumed food
55. Nutrition __ (listing of
ingredients: that is
required by law to be
printed on food packages)
57. Before, in poetry
59. Unit of dietary fat
60. Attorney General Janet
61. Resident of Bangkok
63. Egyptian cobra
64. liT ake a
compliment!": 2 wcs.
67. Gives the go-ahead to
68. Numbered highway: Abbr.
69. Hockey Hall-of-F amer
Bobby
70. IOShe'sAll That' actress
Jodi O'Keefe
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Reading, 'Riting, And Relationships:
Love and sex in a college community
JAZMINE HUGHES '12
contributing writer
We've all been freshmen: hope-
lessly lost on the first day of classes;
unsure of how to use our meal card;
agitated by our roommate's weird
eating habits and alarm clock songs;
experiencing' the wonders of No-
Doz. We've been in school for about
a month, and soon these seemingly
strange rituals will become second
nature to us. However, there is one
thing that never stays constant, the
beliefs of which vary among gender,
age, grade, and experience, the thing
that conncollconfessional.com was
probably created for: relationships.
Firstly, are there any relationships at
Conn? When I attended a panel dur-
ing a Diversity Weekend, it was made
pretty clear that relationships aren't
very prevalent at Conn. The campus
is too small, they said, and every-
one knows everyone else's business.
If memory serves me correctly, they
were all seniors, so either they had a
dated version of Conn's dating scene,
or the Class of 20 12 has brought upon
new traditions--either way, relation-
ships (or lack thereof) are quite the
buzz in our community.
When we arrived here, it's possible
that some of us may have had long-
term boyfriends or girlfriends back at
home, our fears quashed with prom-
ises to call every night and dates twice
a month, everlasting love and com-
mitment and fidelity. But can college
ruin a relationship? Take any relative-
ly long term relationship: start with
two high schoolers, add a tablespoon
of love, a pinch of arguments, and a
few dashes of good times. Mix well.
Now pour this batter into two separate
Conn stu~ents performed their weekly routine at last year s Festivus (photo by Celine Lahaurte 'II)
bowls, send them to different places
in the state-or perhaps the country-
and juxtapose them with ingredients
that are equally tasty as the one back
home. This does not make the most
delicious love cake. If the two bowls
are truly in love, who's to say that the
really cute guy who sits across the
room from you in your psych class,
who's dancing thisclose to you at a
dance in Cro on a Saturday night, who
smells really good, won't intercede in
your relationship from back home?
Truth be told, college is basically the
wrecking ball to the building of high
school relationships. Is the founda-
tion, however, strong enough to coun-
teract this? Can people who are truly
in love withstand the test of time?
Many may argue that our generation
has no idea what love is, or worse, we
have no idea how to express it. Our
generation '8 love letter is a text mes-
sage, a note scribbled in a margin, or if
you're really special, a Bumper Stick-
er on Facebook. How has technology
influenced love, especially at Conn?
I, for one, have not seen influxes of
couples holding hands, walking with
their arms around each other, or blow-
ing air kisses, catching them in their
pocket, spinning around twice, click-
ing their heels, and blowing one back.
However, I have seen people getting
more than friendly at our dances-
with their tongues. Has the rise of
technology and the subsequent decline
in intimacy impeded our ability to be
truly in love? Can we even find love
at Conn, a campus seemingly devoid
of real, substantial relationships? Or
will we choose to hook up for the rest
of our years here, walking back to our
rooms at one in the morning with our
hair crooked and our shirts wrinkled,
struggling to come up with evidence
to supplement "Oh, I took an awe-
some nap in my room," when we live
in JA and are seen leaving Morrison?
These hookups come with a certain
level of anonymity, and, consequent-
ly, freedom-in a perfect world, both
people are there for one thing and one
thing only, and once it is gotten, there
are no other expectations to fulfill.
Unfortunately, however, I'll ascertain
that about 89% of the students here
are in fact human, and thus have feel-
ings. One of us may get attached more
than the other, sending lovey dovey
text messages (or Bumper Stickersl),
which will likely turn the other party
off, likely causing them to spend the
majority oftheir time on the third floor
of Shain huddled in a corner. There's
always the rare hook-up deal in which
both participants understand the tacit
agreement of no-strings-attached, but
how often does this come along? You
can get lucky and not be forced into
a relationship with the other person,
but unfortunately find that everyone
in Harris the next morning has this
weird eye/mouth disease in which
their eyeballs are attracted to you
and their mouths won't stop mov-
ing ... and you're SURE that you put
on the jeans without the giant hole in
the crotch.
So we're faced with two options:
find ourselves in a serious relation-
ship [be it at Conn or at home], forced
to deal with the difficulties that arise
in collegiate relationships: infidelity,
neglect, alcohol. Or, we can search
for fulfillment in random hookups,
hiding them from our friends, and si-
lently fuming over rumors of his/her
other hookups, yet being unable to
describe why your jaw clenches every
time '8 name comes up. Re-
gardless of the predicament you find
yourself in, there's an important detail
that we all must remember: COM-
MUNICATION! Whether you're in
an uber-cornmitted relationship or a
secret, "Tell no one of this!" week-
end hookup, it ultimately boils down
to communicating to figure out what
both people want, and how to con-
struct a compromise.
It may seem awkward, but it's bet-
ter than people referring to you by the
dinosaur underwear you mistakenly
wore that night.
ANDREW IRWIN '10
staff writer
Too often, going green has been ex-
clusively associated with driving a Pri-
us, installing expensive solar panels,
and shopping at Whole Foods (more
affectionately known as "Whole Pay-
check").
Recently however, rising energy
prices and increased consciousness
has brought a whole different kind of
"going green" into play.
Loyal readers will remember a piece
from last spring that sought to look on
the bright side of what was then a high
price for a barrel of oil, $100. Since
then, gasoline prices have skyrock-
eted causing drastic lifestyle changes
and demand destruction. The main-
stream media pounced on this and an
hour didn't go by on CNN where Wolf
Blitzer wasn't talking about how real
Americans are dealing with this "en-
ergy crisis".
Flash forward to October and
a "credit crunch green" has fully
emerged. From sharing time and re-
sources to cutting back on unneeded
goods and services, many are taking
to this new kind of environmental
consciousness that is so desperately
needed. Indeed, now is the time to
focus on such actions to avert further
environmental and economic catas-
trophe.
Many pundits and bloggers have
rejected the idea that this recession
is good for the enviroument because
Green With Schadenfreude
they are too focused on what I will
call consumption-based greening.
While this may help solve the energy
crisis, there is lower-hanging fruit to
be had. While technological fixes are
effective in the long run, the easiest
Americans. Changes in habits and
culture will ultimately continue be-
yond this recession. A perceived need
for Land Rovers and McMansions
has been turned on its head. Shift-
ing away from these suburban values,
many have found
themselves just as
happy, if not happier.
The consequences of
such a shock will be
profound.
While some may
have to forego the
trip to Whole Pay-
check, many more
are finding other
more cost-effective
ways to be green.
Over time, cost and
resource efficien-
cies will outweigh
any loss to the green
economy as Ameri-
cans tighten their
belts. It is critical
in this recession to
continue to raise
environmental con-
Car/Don by Ellen Cavanaugh '/0 sciousness in terms
urbs have seen sharp declines in hous- that everyone can understand. Envi-
ing demand, while denser cities have ronmentalism and the economy lose
seen stable home values. Companies when only polar bears or sea levels
with less exposure to high gas prices dominate the discourse. Shifting to a
are continuing to make a profit. Look discourse of cost savings is needed to
no further than the airline industry's rise out of this recession and onto a
attempt to lose anything they may add path towards sustainability.
weight to planes.
Overall, the consumption patterns
have drastically changed for many
save money. They can also use less
energy cooking at home. Home veg-
etable gardens have also been increas-
ingly popular ways to go green and
save money. As the cheap gas that
they were built on disappears, sub-
and most important actions are those
that also help Americans save money.
Logically, people and companies are
going to cut costs anywhere they can
during a recession. While this means
that greener options may be cut, ever
more we are seeing how to cut costs
by being more resource efficient.
Compared to last year, many Ameri-
cans have eaten out less in order to
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PERSPECTIVES: ALCOHOL AWARENESS
JACQUES SWARTZ '09
contributing writer
Speaking with friends Thursday
evening about the conversations of
the day, a jarring question was raised:
If we are truly in crisis, then why are
students being charged with leading
our communal discussions? Where
were the experts, specially trained to
facilitate communication and propose
solutions? Where were those academ-
ically and professionally qualified to
handle such a dire topic? Something
didn't seem right about this objection,
but still it held fast, unsettled in the
back of my mind all throughout the
evening, until shortly before morning
the next day, a revelation surfaced that
swept it aside and buried it underfoot.
Whether we've been here for weeks
or for years, we the students under-
_ stand better than anyone else how
drinking actually occurs on campus,
how students behave within the cam-
pus context, and how the school's reg-
ulations affect this dynamic. Corning
together this past Thursday wasn't just
about sharing our views and reinforc-
ing our sense of community- it was
about letting the best minds on campus
deliver their opinion on drinking at
Connecticut College. That we are the
foremost experts on our own drinking
habits should be self-evident. How
many administrators have ever drank
with a room full of Freshmen, or jock-
eyed for position at a keg, or squeezed
their way through a floor party? We
must realize that our viewpoints are
unique, and so uniquely potent. Once
a policy has been established by the
administration, their only feedback
comes in the form of J-Board hear-
ings regarding the students who have
violated it. Not being privy to all the
myriad byproducts these rules create,
they unknowingly are at a disadvan-
tage in evaluating whether they are in
fact effective, or whether the rationale
behind the rule is even justified at all.
Part of our role as responsible mem-
bers of the community is to use our
insider's perspective to make these
assessments where others cannot.
That's not to say, however, that we
should negate or discount the expertise
ofthe administrators with whom we're
working. The Deans have domain-
specific training, years of experience
from the birds-eye perspective, and
their own lifetime of lessons taught
and learned. They're also operating
within and without legal frameworks
the complexities of which we can only
imagine, managing expectations and
negotiating bureaucracy. Conversely,
student input frequently comes across
as ill-informed and petulant, full of
Ground Forces
On shared governance and critical insight
disgruntlement but absent any con-
structive notions. Too often, students
approach alcohol consumption with a
sense of entitlement, failing to appre-
ciate that it's only thanks to the col-
lege's delicate para-legal framework
that we enjoy as much freedom as we
do. Ultimately, delivering effective
critique is a question of attitude and
focus. When you peel away needless
blame-casting and residual bitterness,
you're left with the distilled insight
of 1800 participant-observers. Care-
fully considered and channeled effec-
tively, our experience is invaluable.
With respect to making policy that
addresses cause rather than symptom,
what is obvious to us can appear wild-
ly counterintuitive to our administra-
for larger-scale social drinking. As the
regular denizens of our own week-
ends, we know what perhaps the ad-
ministration does not: that the most
problematic drinking occurs in the
preparatory space between dinner and
dances. The key understanding here
being that these are contexts in which,
very often, drinking is the primary
purpose, while socializing is second-
ary. Students, partly waiting for the
Safety axe to fall at any moment and
end their revels, are prone to drink
faster and harder in the earlier hours,
in the pursuit of hearty alcoholic forti-
fication. Fearful of reproach, students
in small groups drink in secrecy, out-
side the influence of those who may
know better or slow their motion.
"What will make a difference is the transmis-
sion and diffusion throughout the community
of the message that drinking to nauseated ex-
cess is unhealthy, irresponsible, and stupid. This
message cannot simply become an idle mantra,
repeated aloud aimlessly. It must be conveyed
by example and delivered with compassion."
tion, and, very surely, vice-versa. This
is where true sharing of perspective is
key. Some students felt it was beyond
comprehension that our health cen-
ter is not open on the weekends; the
potential for reducing hospital visits,
caring for intoxicated or injured stu-
dents and increasing an overall feel-
ing of safety on campus seems obvi-
ous. Posing this to Dean Bengochea,
however, reveals that when this notion
has been put into practice, it's been
ineffective. Not only are nursing staff
unwilling and uneasy with regards to
tending to drunken students, but legal
restrictions pertaining to their quali-
fications mean they'll almost always
be forced to send ill students to the
hospital just the same. Conversely,
school policies often aim very assur-
edly to reduce binge drinking through
a reduction in school-sanctioned so-
cial activities where alcohol is served.
What seems like a clear cause-and-
effect link to them strikes us quite
rightly as problematic. While the
regulation appears from the adminis-
trative level to be hitting a problem
at its source, we from our vantage
point as actors in the scene recognize
how it's in fact gasoline on the fire.
Enter here one of the most recurring
themes from Thursday night, one that
is as counterintuitive as it is deserving
of serious credence: That irresponsi-
ble drinking can be reduced through
the promotion of more opportunities
As students, we know that kegs are
not where binge drinking occurs -
you're lucky if you can get even one
cup of watered-down Natty Ice before
it's tapped. Kegs are, however, where
socializing occurs, and where stu-
dents know they'll find their peers on
a Thursday or Saturday night. Elimi-
nate kegs on a given night, and you
eliminate another incentive to leave
the confines o he room. Moreover,
kegs and other social functions reverse
the priorities that define pre-gaming:
They place socializing first, drinking
second. Dissolve a floor party, and you
torpedo an assembly committed more
to talking than imbibing. Consider the
analogy of eating alone versus eat-
ing with three or four close friends :
In which situation are most likely to
scarf down all of your food? In which
situation do you want to make your
meal last? Bringing all students, both
underage and 21+, together and "into
the light" means taking a behavior we
should understand as given - drinking
- and recontextualizing it in a health-
ier, more socially-appropriate way.
The administration believes in
changing behaviors through changing
attitudes. Crucial for both administra-
tion and students to realize, however,
is that changing attitudes on a broad
scale can only be achieved through
changing norms of what's acceptable
and what's not. The official rules can
be expanded and contracted - but stu-
dents will still drink. What will make
a difference is the transmission and
diffusion throughout the community
of the message that drinking to nau-
seated excess is unhealthy, irrespon-
sible, and stupid. This message can-
not simply become an idle mantra,
repeated aloud aimlessly. It must be
conveyed by example and delivered
with compassion. Policies that make
students fearful of Campus Safety
make it that much harder for our of-
ficers to attain the proximity and trust
necessary for them to protect the
Body. Furthermore, we must recog-
nize the ways in which current drink-
ing policies sequester many heavy-
drinking students in their rooms,
situating them beyond the positive in-
fluence of their peers as a community.
All of these are insights that we,
the students, have developed through
doing our rounds on the weekends.
Our motions for change are not
speculative, are not supported by re-
search conducted at the University of
Michigan or Sarah Lawrence. They
come informed by unfiltered, visceral
data available only to us, natural re-
searchers of the weekend condition.
For their part, our Deans are as car-
ing as they are creative, as insightful
as they are committed - they're not
vague forces of nature, they're dedi-
cated, ready partners. This is why
we must continue to practice shared
governance in all its forms, why we
must make our voices heard, both
when impelled by external crisis and
when motivated by intrinsic need.
Shared governance means change
on both sides of the table. Thursday
has shown that we, the students, are
committed to upholding our end -
so also should the administration be
open to change on theirs. Whether
through adjustments in the sanction-
ing system or directives for prioritiz-
ing Safety writeups, there are subtle
means for the administration to work
within its legal framework in a way
that will attain its primary objective:
to protect the students. All it takes is
willingness to wrestle with the am-
biguities, and openness to taking ad-
vice from the people who know best.
IAN BARNES '10
staff writer
According to this college, its stu-
dents have developed severe prob-
lems with alcoholic persuasion. This
I will grant; some of you out there, in-
deed maybe even some of you reading
this, instill in me about as much con-
fidence as a lump of dirt. I'm not sure
Tavis Smiley was aware which school
he was speaking at last year when he
claimed it will be our graduates who
must lead ifthis world is to be as good
as its promise.
Long ago, this administration de-
cided it was too classy to deal with al-
cohol abuse the adult way. You know,
with laws. Instead we have a system
of self-governance, the honor code,
The One-Step Program
which would be wonderful except that
it erroneously presumes our student
body isn't a slobbering, whimpering
throng completely devoid of common
sense and common decency.
I don't want to disregard personal
responsibility, because the onus to
not be a social casualty ultimately
rests on the individual. But college
students will greedily consume every
inch of autonomy you grant them, and
then complain policies aren't lenient
enough. This campus has been far too
forgiving for far too long, and now it's
panicking as it realizes the inmates
aren't policing themselves.
Thus we have our administration's
community day. But don't be fooled,
it's not out of concern or goodwill that
they do this. It's a last stand, one final
effort to avoid being sodomized by
lawsuits now that they finally realize
how defunct and utterly ineffective
the alcohol policies are. What they've
introduced is a one-step plan, a band-
aid fix.
But band-aids are worthless when
you're hemorrhaging blood and self-
respect. The assumption seems to be
that forcing students to sit down for
two hours and talk will magically
make them less dumb. This is a lie; if
personal experience proves anything,
many students here should bury their
thoughts and opinions deep inside
whenever .they feel inclined to share
them with others.
What this college wants is a miracle.
They want divine intervention; they
certainly don't want to fix the prob-
lem themselves. But we're only mere
mortals, and miracles aren't exactly
our thing. Miracles are Jesus Christ's
area of expertise; I suggest looking
into booking him for a weekend.
He didn't come back for the Black
Death, the crusades, or the holocaust
and he doesn't seem too interested in
our economic plight; we can forgive
him for that. But now that we have a
real problem on our hands, he's defi-
nitely coming back. He has to. He's
done water into wine, how can he pass
up the opportunity to do the reverse?
A real magician takes every opportu-
nity to practice his craft. Maybe he
can bring the Wizard of Oz with him
to pass out brains.
But sadly, just like the miracles
Christ performed, the idea of a com-
munity day is nothing but sleight of
hand. It's a cheap trick, a facade de-
signed to fool outsiders into believing
that the problem has been addressed.
But if this administration thinks a
community day constitutes a miracle,
I'm simply Pilate, crucifying it as the
charlatan it really is.
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DANIEL O'KEEFE '09
columnist
Few informed observers ne-
gate what will become the long-last-
ing, painful ramifications of George
W. Bush's approach to economics,
environmental preservation, foreign
military interventions after 9111, ju-
dicial appointments, and a divisive
ideological commitment to a "com-
passionate conservatism" (to quote a
term we heard leading up to his elec-
tion in 2000). The ramifications un-
derstandably extend into the realm of
pre-K-12 public education. Yet what
has been the case in education since
the signing of the No Child Left Be-
hind Act (NCLB) in 2001 is an accen-
tuation and perpetuation of harmful
trends in U.S. education policy that
were largely in place "Pre- W", or pre-
2000. And, unless drastic measures are
taken in restructuring the government-
educator relationship, the trends are
likely to continue into a "Post-W" Era.
The reckless, cowboy-inspired free-
market economics, as well as the mar-
ginalization of science that supports
a pervasive religious fundamental-
ism in Washington politics at the na-
tional level, has paralleled an equally
alarming educational fundamental-
Post-"W" Education
ism played out in many classrooms at
the local level. It is a fundamentalism
that takes the form of a cure-all solu-
tion that demands, in M. W. Apple's
words, a "return to a 'common cul-
ture,'" that aims to "make schools
more efficient, more responsive to the
private sector" (from his book Educat-
ing the "Right" Way: Markets, Stan-
dards, God, and Inequality). Unfortu-
nately, the Right (loosely defined) is
not the sole culprit: numerous promi-
nent Democrats continue to endorse
the kinds of prescriptive instruction
and assessment practices favored by
NCLB. (Among them, regrettably, is
Senator Ted Kennedy-an otherwise
beacon of strength for a party that
consistently advocates a multi-vocal,
multi-class approach to American
realpolitik.) What has remained in
the wake are schooling experiences
marked by spiritual and emotional
depravity, a loss of environmental
consciousness, and district curricula
rife with superficial treatment of top-
ics in only the most "essential" sub-
ject areas (e.g., math and literacy).
These subjects can be "objectively"
tested on standardized tests whose
paramount importance, not to men-
tion the profit earned by the test-mak-
ers, seems to grow each school year.
Such superficial treatment per-
sists-i-especially in the neediest
school districts-despite equally
persistent findings that call for "in-
depth coverage of fewer topics that
allow key concepts in ... discipline[s]
to be understood" (National Research
Council, How People Learn: Brain,
Mind, Experience, and School.).
Historically speaking, similar re-
actionary/prescriptive approaches to
schooling have taken place when the
U.S. feels threatened militarily and
financially. Comparable to the U.S.-
Middle Eastern standoff, the long,
40-year Cold War period between the
U.S. and Soviet Union legitimated an
unprecedented concern around curric-
ular content and schooling outcomes.
The 1957 launch of Sputnik produced
a windfall of U.S. critics pronounc-
ing the failure of public schools, and
led to a test- and vocation-driven ap-
proach to math and science education
(G. L.Gutek, A History a/the Western
Educational Experience). More press-
ingly, the causal link between the nar-
rowed definition of "patriotism" that
followed the invasion of Iraq, and an
increasingly narrowing approach to
curriculum, instruction, and assess-
ment in America's neediest schools,
has too infrequently been interrogated.
The imperatives of a public educa-
tion that are placed in a position sub-
ordinate to the needs of the business
and military world does more than af-
fect what goes on in the classroom; it
shapes leadership personalities. It le-
gitimates appointments of people in top
areas of state and national educational
leadership who lack the requisite fa-
cility with deep, nuanced understand-
ings of child and adolescent cognitive
and social development, and who lack
insight into the diverse, culturally-sit-
uated approaches to learning that all
students bring to school. A frightening
many states and school districts have
education commissioners and super-
intendents who have absolutely no
classroom teaching experience, only
backgrounds in corporate manage-
ment or law. (persons of similar, non-
education backgrounds argued for the
post-Sputnik reforms, as well as the
1983 Nation At Risk Report issued
under Reagan, which ushered in the
era of "academic standards" and "ac-
countability tests" we know today.)
In sum, then, the kinds of "real
change" being championed by both
parties for the Post- W Era must involve
significant adjustments to long-rooted
trends in education for the theme of
"change" to carry lasting meaning.
The Longest Event:
A Winner's Perspective
KATHERINE SARTIANO '12
staff writer
The Camelympics are generally a
time for fun and excitement, however,
the event that I decided to participate
in provided me with opportunities for
torture and self-discipline. This event
is of course, The Longest Event, where
participants from various dorms have to
touch the camel statue outside of Cro
for as long as possible.
Although in past years participants
have had to stand with one hand touch-
ing the camel, this year the rules were
changed to allow participants to sit with
the backs or any other body part touch-
ing the camel, and the event had to end
at three in the morning.
At six forty-five, the event com-
menced, and I immediately began to
wonder why me, or anyone else would
ever participate in this event, which is
similar to an eight hour and forty-five
minute flight, except that it takes place
outside in the rain, you cannot leave to
go to the bathroom, and there is no des-
tination.
The competitors gave various rea-
sons for participating. Aaron Chau, a
freshman from Hamilton said that he
chose to participate because his house
fellow was excited about the event, and
because, "not many people can touch
a camel for eight plus hours, so you're
definitely going to get some type of rec-
ognition, whether it be free pizza, or a
shiny plastic gold medal. The biggest
reason that dictated my decision was
just to see if! could make it."
Other competitors, myself included,
simply participated because no one else
in their dorm wanted to undertake the
challenge or because there were no oth-
er events left to participate in when they
were signing up.
From the start, it was clear that all
of the competitors were going to try to
use a variety of strategies to outlast the
others. One senior who was participat-
ing spent the first few minutes trying to
convince everyone that we should all
just leave at once, then after failing to
persuade everyone, decided to leave,
only a few minutes into the game.
Another competitor, Claire Sacco, a
freshman, planned to, "to be really an-
noying to all the people around me so
that they would want to get away from
me." However, she left after twenty
minutes because there were swarms of
bugs that kept biting the competitors,
and she never actually got the chance to
employ her strategy.
One hour into the event, the number
of competitors had already dropped
from eight to five, and the competition
was beginning to get serious. However,
the event was progressing much differ-
ently than how I thought it would.
When I originally signed up, I thought
that I would have to stand with my hand
touching the camel, not allowed to listen
to my iPod or read. However, I spent
the first two hours of the event listen-
ing to music, and throughout the rest of
the event, I often read and used my cell
phone to call people.
Other competitors agreed that the flex-
ible rules of the competition bothered
them. Freshman James Cutler said that
he was "somewhat annoyed that others
were sitting down. My understanding of
the event beforehand was that we would
all be required to stand. I feel that had
everyone been standing with electronics
off and without umbrellas more people
would have left sooner."
However, there were five competitors
present for at least the first few hours.
All of the competitors found various
ways to occupy their time, such as talk-
ing to people who passed by, listening
to music, watching movies, reading,
and calling friends.
"Things made it go by fast," said
Chau. "For example, the people who
stopped by to keep me company or
even better was the kid who debated
for an hour whether or not to pee in his
pants."
Even though the time passed quickly,
the competition was still tortuous at
times. At times the rain became incred-
ibly heavy, which was especially annoy-
ing when my umbrella started leaking.
Bugs were a constant annoyance, my
back and legs both became completely
numb after the first hour, the desire to
take a bathroom break was almost al-
ways on my mind, and I couldn't help
but be jealous of the other people that I
saw passing by going to and from other
events.
However, most competitors seemed
to feel little to no regret about partici-
pating. Even though I spent the entire
duration of my first Camelympics sit-
ting in the rain, I met new people and
challenged myself.
Sacco, who left very early in the
event, said that she felt, "Liberated,"
after leaving. Cutler, however, who
had been there for a few hours, said that
he felt, "Somewhat annoyed but deter-
mined to do better next year." ·1felt in-
credibly tired and could care less about
just winning the gold medal. Chau,
who also made it until the conclusion at
three said that upon winning, "I felt like
I needed a shower."
Camelympics 2008:
A Disappointment
NORA SWENSON, SARAH WEISS '12
contributing writers
Camelympics tends to be revered
as one of the most thrilling, exciting
and community unifying events of the
year at Connecticut College. How-
ever, we discovered that in actuality,
it was quite a disappointment. Why
the sour disposition? We will give you
our reasons.
First, there is the timing issue. Typi-
cally, Camelympics would not have
occurred for another two or three
weeks, and to upperclassmen, this
seems to have gotten things off to a
rocky start.
Next, after months of hearing from
tour guides, admissions officers, bro-
chures, and even how amazing Cam-
elympics can be, we were genuinely
let down by the overall production.
All the hype leading up to the games
resulted in not nearly as climactic an
outcome as many had expected.
The rambunctious cheering in Har-
ris seemed to kick off the event with
a bang, as the dorms paraded around
the dining room arousing a sense of
enthusiasm amongst the student body.
However, the opening ceremony in
Crozier- Williams lacked any sense of
exuberance, being that the majority
of students did not attend and the cer-
emony was disorganized overall.
Another disappointment was the
lapse in time between events. The
opening ceremony began at 6: IS PM.,
and the first activity did not occur un-
til 9:00 PM (except for The Longest
Event, which began immediately fol-
lowing the opening ceremony. We
will address our concerns with this
particular event later.). Similarly,
events were discontinued - some
ended at 3:00 AM and began again
at 10:00 AM, unlike in years past.
We felt these things led to a lack of
unity, which led to a weaker level of
involvement and enthusiasm from the
students.
A possible reason for this lack of
participation, as suggested by a se-
nior, is that the vast majority of the
senior class did not express interest in
this year's Camelympics.
The activities offered over the
course of the weekend ranged from
volleyball to foosball to checkers, as
well as many other sports, games, and
wacky competitions. Despite coming
across as fun and stimulating events
on paper, in practice, many (ourselves
included) found the events to be lack-
mg.
For example, we, as participants
in the scavenger hunt, found particu-
lar injustice in this activity. Not only
were the rules unclearly defined, but
the objectives for the task were un-
imaginative items that could easily be
found within one's dorm room as op-
posed to items that could have encom-
passed the need to traverse the entire
campus.
As far as the sports and relays, lack
of participation on behalf of the stu-
dents often led to dorm teams being
unable to successfully compete in an
activity. Besides the lack of willing
participants, some dorms faced a dis-
advantage due to their smaller num-
bers of dorm residents. The Lazarus
house, in particular, faced this chal-
lenge as one student complained that
the ratios required for specific events
inhibitedthis smaller dorm from a fair
chance at competing.
Even the Spelling Bee, though ulti-
mately successful, got off to an awk-
ward start when the moderators of the
bee came ill prepared. After running
out of Cranium word spelling cards,
the judges resulted to borrowing a
dictionary from the Scrabble event to
continue the event.
Finally, The Longest 'Event, which
seemed to have the prospect of being
challenging and "cheer worthy," fell
short of our expectations. We had as-
sumed to visit the Wooden Camel, just
outside of Cro where the competitors
were confined, throughout the eve-
ning to encourage our dorm mate dur-
ing his courageous struggle. Instead,
we discovered the students competed
with ease, taking advantage of the op-
portunity to lean against the camel and
use their electronics until 1:30 AM.
Then, to only further exacerbate our
disappointment with this weekend ,
it was a great let down that the re-
nowned Blue and White dance which
traditionally follows Camelympics
was not carried out this year due to the
competition's earlier finish.
Although we have expressed a num-
ber of complaints and concerns from
this year's Camelympics, we only do
so with the hope that future Camelym-
pies will live up to all of our expecta-
tions. Congratulations nevertheless to
Larrabee for their top Winnings in the
contest.
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Get To Know Your Fall Weekend Entertainment: Ben Lee
RACINE OXTOBY '11
staff writer
At the Celebrity Rehab dance on
Thursday, .September 25, "hospital
bracelets" (in reality, leftover
wristbands from Floralia, of which
there are apparently boxes of) were
handed out with the name of the Fall
Weekend performer written on the
inside. The entertainment: Ben Lee.
While I was so excited that I
think I jumped up and down for
at least five minutes straight, and
resisted the urge to call my mom
and share with her the news (this
being past midnight, mind you),
no one else at the dance seemed
to share my enthusiasm. I don't
think it was necessarily that they
didn't like the idea of Ben Lee
coming to perform at Conn, it
seems to be that no one knows
who he is. That's what I'm here
for. As a devoted fan of Mr. Lee,
I felt like it was my responsibility
to give readers of The Voice a
small insight into our upcoming
musical entertainment, so that
when he stands out on stage come
October, people can be excited
for Ben Lee, as opposed to "Ben
Who?"
Chances are good that you
already know one of Ben Lee's
songs without even realizing
it. His songs are very infectious and
enjoyable, making them popular
territory for commercial use. "We're
All In This Together," off of his most
popular album, Awake Is The New
Sleep, has been the official song for
Kohl's commercials in recent times.
His biggest hit to date, "Catch.My
Disease," off the same album, has.
been used' in movies and television
series. He's one of those artists whose
music shows up every now and then
on Grey's Anatomy or Scrubs.
I'm partial to Awake Is. The New
Sleep as a whole album, although
J "Cigarettes Will Kill You," from.
1998's Breathing Tornados, and
"Something Borrowed, Something
Blue," off 2002's hey you. yes you.,
are some of my favorite songs of his.
I'm still familiarizing myself with his
latest album, Ripe, which features
songs just as addictive and catchy
as Awake Is The New Sleep. "Is This
How Love Is Supposed To Feel" and
"Love Me Like The World Is Ending"
are piano-driven, simple love songs,
while the closer, "Ripe," is a sweet
ode to falling in love at the right time.
The album features guest musicians as
diverse as Mandy Moore (on "Birds
And Bees") and Good Charlotte's
Benji Madden (on "Sex Without
Love"), so clearly his credibility and
connections in the music world are
not questionable.
His songs all' tend to sound the
same after a while, and I've heard
comments from Kohl's employees
who want to rip the speakers out of the
store walls after hearing "We're All In
This Together" playing every twenty
minutes. Still, similarities aren't
necessarily a bad thing, as the songs
are all cleverly written, witty, and
charming. Think of him as a youthful-
voiced, curly-haired, Australian, one-
man version of Train.
For those who are too lazy to file
through the entire Ben Lee catalog, or
for those who prefer the visual arts to
the audio ones, might want to check
out the movie The Rage In Placid
Lake, his acting debut. Ben stars as
the titular character, a child of bippie
parents who support sexual freedom
and make him wear a frilly dress on
the first day of school to challenge his
classmates' "pre-conceived notions of
sexuality. "Needless to say, he becomes
the bullies' punching bag up until
graduation, when he decides to find
stability and rebel against his parents
by going into insurance and getting a
haircut styled after George W. Bush.
18 Weeks Later and Damages star
Rose Byrne plays his best friend, the
lovely Gemma, who tries to show him
that he won't find stability in trying
. to become someone else. The movie
is random, cute, and quirky, perhaps
even considered Australia's Garden
State in terms of story and territory.
The scenes where Placid and Gemma
act out the roles of a suburban couple
are especially funny ("Kiss kiss?"·
"Oh, I can't. I have a headache.").
For those of you who don't follow
movies or music, you might also
know Ben Lee as the guy who used
to date Claire Danes for several years.
It didn't work out, but he quickly
occupied himself: he found Jesus,
he was nominated as One of PETA's
World's Sexiest Vegetarians, he
formed a supergroup with Ben Folds
andBen Kweller called, appropriately,
the Bens, and he is currently engaged
to lone Skye. You know, from Say
Anything. The girl that John Cusack
was willing to stand on the
front lawn holding a boom box
playing Peter Gabriel over his
head for. But please, remember
to put the music first and keep
the tabloid stories out of your
impression of Ben Lee. That's
what he's coming here for,
right?
Hopefully this is enough
information to motivate some
people to check Ben Lee out.
His music is cool, addictive,
and easy to enjoy. Granted,
it may not be the music for
everyone. Some might find
his love ballads to be a smidge
too repetitive and sickly sweet,
but it will be hard to not have
a good time. For first-time Ben
Lee listeners, I recommend
"Cigarettes Will Kill You,"
."Catch My Disease," or
"Love Me Like The World Is
Ending."
I'm still talking about the'
upcoming Fall Concert with my
friends, and I don't plan on stopping
until the night of the concert. I'm
hoping for a little bit of my enthusiasm
to rub off on them, because right now
I think I might be scaring them with
how excited I am.
SOURCES:
h Up:/ /www.imdb.com/ti tIe/
tt0305999/
The Rage In Placid Lake, film
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Lee
Ripe, album, Ben Lee
Awake Is The New Sleep, album, Ben
Lee
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QeCnNreONj4
The World According To The T's Proves Not to Be So Bad
ELIZABETH BOYLE '10
staff writer
So they're back. After being m.i.a,
since their all too catchy tune, "Hey
There Deliah," Plain White T's have
returned with their newly released
album Big Bad World. This Chicago-
based pop Tack band that has been
together for nearly a decade, are well on
their way towards self-discovery. The
band started during singer/songwriter
Tom Higgenson's teen years and they
established quite a following after
performing at Chicago's Metro Club.
From there they were invited to the
Warped Tour, opening for bands such
as Jimmy Eat World, then going on to
release two indie albums, Stop (2002)
and All That WeNeeded (2005). They
finally hit it big after signing with
Hollywood Records in 2006 and
releasing Every Second Counts, with
"Hey There Deliah" as the single.
The track became an instant success,
logging over 3 million downloads
on i'Iunes and topping the Billboard
charts. The popularity of this track
earned the band two Grammy awards
. and more importantly, worldwide
success.
After the whirlwind of tours,
screaming fans, and packed arenas,
the band still knows how to keep it
real, which makes Big Bad World such
a unique album. The band decided to
pass on the fancy digital effects and
recorded the album live in one shot.
They only used instruments made
before 1970, such as vintage guitars,
old Vox amps, Leslie speakers and a
Ludwig drum set to create a Beatles/
early Tom Petty effect. Due to the fact
that this album was recorded live,
a listener may be shocked by some
imperfections, yet they do not prove
to be a setback for Big Bad World.
The album title refers to the world of
success that the band has been exposed
to, and ultimately the experiences that
have come with it. This 'therne is
present in the track "Natural Disaster,"
a tale of an enticing groupie, whom
seems only hungry for fame, ultimately
overturning the bands reputation for
producing strictly lovesick songs.
"Serious Mistake" shows some
versatility in the band's usual "sing-
songy" melodies by implementing
a rock vibe through a variety of
instruments. Bassist Mark Retondo
assists with this in his improvisation
with such instruments as the bass
clarinet, melodica (think harmonica
combined with an accordion) and even
the trombone. Songs "1,2,3,4," and
"That Girl," have the typical catchy,
pop-like feel of a 20ili century love
song. However, "Sunlight" is not a
track to be overlooked. A bit of a dark
song, revealing the failing marriage
of guitarist Tim Lopez, expresses the
message of hope and forgiveness.
The rich Beatles-esque harmonies
are complemented by the background
PLA NW 'ITE
BIG BAD \ ORlO
melody of an organ creating a mellow,
yet pleasant tune.
The following track, "I Really Want
You," turns the tables with an upbeat
feel, thanks to a harmonica and saloon-
style piano that gets the song moving
right from the start. It describes the
reaction to seeing the one you love,
heart racing, eyes fixated on their
beauty, unwilling to let them get out of
your sight: "Meet Me in California"
laments about making the continuous
mistake with the same girl while
the final track, "Someday" closes
the album with a hopeful love song,
expressing the optimism of someday
living "together in harmony." Big
Bad World describes the mistakes and
experiences that the band has made
thus far. Granted, the lyrics aren't
'especially deep, but if you're in the
mood for some melancholic or even
upbeat catchy love songs, this album
is a definite must.
.. -
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Language Of Angels Proves To Be A Chilling Performance
At Tansill Theater
BECCA SHUBERT '12 one can get away with
anything, like drinking,
staff writer smoking, and having sex.
Kendra(BiancaBloomfield)
appears on stage and with
an eerie tone of voice, tells everyone
that she forgets "that night" and what
happened to Celie (Melanie Knight).
She tells that Celie was weird, she
always had posters in her room of boys
with angel wings and that she always
said it was "language of angels ... how
it bums." JB (Kyle Yager) climbs the
stage and tells everyone how messed
up Celie's family was and how very
God-stricken they were. JB doesn't
remember anything about "that night"
either, he thought maybe Celie had
not disappeared, but gone to sleep off
the alcohol somewhere.
The play turns back to Seth, who
begins to' tell the audience the fates
of many yet seen
characters, "Joleyn
died in her sleep ...
Tommy fell off a
cliff, Billy killed
someone... Allison
died in a car crash,
Shawn died in a
hunting accident. ..
Danielle lived but
shoots speed in
a trailer ... " This
proclamation of
the downfall of
so many people
was unnerving, .
hinting that maybe
after Celie's
disappearance,
terrible things started happening to
her friends.
As the play progressed, 'Celie
makes shadowy appearances in the
background of many scenes, the
audience gets a clear view of her
bruised face and look of desperation.'
If Celie did not make so many
unnerving background appearances,
the reflections of the other characters
would not have been nearly as
terrifying. Celie was a necessary
component in portraying to the
Language of Angels, by Naomi
Iizuke, was a chilling play from the
very moment of entering the theater
where the dark, edgy setting of caves
and steep rocks looked threatening.
With the eluding setting came a
story of tragedy, hauntings, and what
happens to a group of friends when
trauma strikes. Language of Angels
had a very intricate plot, while at
many times hard to decipher, it kept
Photo courtesy of the TheaterDept,
the audience captivated with its
unsuspecting twists and turns. The plot
was much like a linear narrative and
thus, did not follow a series of events
but instead the reflections of the many
characters involved. These reflections
were everything from heartbreaking
and somber to vague and shady,
leaving the audience wondering how
much each character really knows
about what happened "that night."
Language of Angels commenced
with the darkening of the theater
and the sound of heaving breathing
followed by the wavering glow of a
flashlight. Soon, Seth (Logan Keeler)
came into spotlight on the peak of the
caves, setting the scene by explaining
thatteenagers love these caves because
they are so far out in the woods that
Photo courtesy of the TheaterDept,
audience that what happened to her
was tragic and grotesque. At one point,
Celie enters the stage, as a ghost, to
tell all that JB lived to a ripe old age
and died in his sleep, screaming, "It
bums." Later, his daughter found his
back ensconced in deep bums, some
saying, "Remember' me forever and
ever." Then, it was entirely possible
that JB was the one who killed Celie.
The play changed settings to a car
scene where Allison (Elly Berke) is
riding with an unknown boy, talking
about the beauty of the stars. Then,
scenes quickly change again and
Allison is in a bar with this same boy,
Michael (Charles Cochran), but she
doesn't even seem to know him from
the past. Danielle (Sarah Hombach)
enters the scene and is introduced to
the boy. Whenever the two come near
each other, things seem strange, like
maybe they
'recognize each
other from the
past. ' Sarah
Hombach does
an excellent
job playing the
trashy, hardened
girl in her part
as Danielle.
The next
part of the play
was vague,
and slightly
confusing;
however, it
came to light
through a series
of past and
present conversations between these
characters, as well as with Allison's
boyfriend, Billy (Kenneth Rivera),
that Michael might really be Tommy
from the past. Michael might be the
same Tommy that Danielle dated, and.
the one that fell off a cliff. However, in
the bar scene Billy shoots "Michael,"
alluding to the fact that Michael ended
up in jail due to a shooting. Basically,
the scene uncovers some of the deaths
of the friends that Seth listed. This
particular part of the play could have
been clearer to better understand
it; however the characters did an
excellent job in each of their parts,
portraying their emotions very well.
At the end of the play, an older JB
visits Danielle, who is now in much
better shape. It seemed that he might
want to confess to something, such as
killing Celie, but he leaves without
confessing to anything. As soon as
JB leaves, Celie, in her ghostly form,
enters Danielle's cabin in a ray of
light, quite expected by Danielle. At
this point one can wonder whether
Celie is more of a ghost sparking the
deaths of her friends, or angel, like
those she worshipped as a child.
The student cast was beyond
excellent; each character deserves
much praise for their hard work
in performing. The tech crew who
designed the set also is full of talent ,
as the setting worked perfectly with
the reflections of the characters.
Language of Angels was ultimately a
"must see" play.
Connecticut College's Music Department:
The Genius of Professor Krieger
SOPHIE MAGUIRE '10
staff writer
If you walk through the music
department hallway in Cummings,
on any given afternoon, you are
likely to hear an array of eclectic
sounds emanating from office number
217. Students may know him as
the professor who was sampled on
Radiohead's "Idioteque," but more
importantly, Arthur Kreiger has been
an intellectual force in the electronic
music scene since the adolescence of
technologically-driven sound.
Since his childhood, Professor
Kreiger has had a relationship with
music. Starting with early childhood
piano lessons, he became acquainted
with the idea of music as a discipline.
While an undergraduate at University
of Connecticut, Kreiger learned
about the world of electronic music.
Discovering his intrigue for the
field, Kreiger continued his musical
adventure at the then maturing
Columbia-Princeton Electronic
Music Center, studying under
Mario Davidovsky and Vladimir
Ussachevsky. This is where Kreiger
became infatuated with sounds,
combinations of sounds, and the
relationship between them.
One would assume that electronic
sound goes hand in hand with
technology. Although this assumption
technically is true, Kreiger has come
to the conclusion that technology itself
is part of the larger instrument used to
l
i
\,
compositionally navigate the infinite '
library of sound. As Kreiger also
notes, technology is ever changing.
While at the Columbia Electronic
Music Center, Kreiger remembers
the tangibility of the music making
process: the cutting and modeling of
music reels and the cuts and scrapes
that ensued .. Nowadays, electronic
music is created via computers,
synthesizers, and other intricate
machinery.
On a tour thfough Connecticut
College's Cummings Electronic and
Digital Sound Studio, Kreiger was sure
to note the technology that spans from
the good old days up until the latest
cutting edge machines. The variety
of options provided in the Sound
Studio are' exemplary of Kreiger's
ProfessorKrieger in his office,Photo byArielle Shipper 'L0
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AtWete Of
The Week
ELLEN CAVANAUGH '10
staff writer
Sarah Allen,
originally from
Holden, Mas-
sachusetts, is
the senior tri-
captain of the
women's soc-
cer team. Allen
plays deferise
for the Cam-
els and when
she's not slide
tackling or
stopping break-aways, she maintains
order as the Housefellow of K.B.
VOICE: At what age did you begin
playing soccer?
ALLEN: I began playing soc-
cer when I was 5 in the cooed 3 v 3
magnet ball games. Basically, you run
around and try your best not to get
stuck in goal. I missed a few years of
youth soccer because my mom missed
the application deadline and didn't
want to pay the late fee. But, I became
very committed to the sport by Under-
lO's!
VOICE: What or who was your in-
spiration?
ALLEN: My two favorite babysit-
ters (Janet and Jennifer) played soc-
cer and I looked up to them. They
would practice juggling for hours and
I would just watch, wishing I could be
that good!
VOICE: What was your great-
est or most memorable experience in
sports?
ALLEN: My favorite sports mo-
ment was when my U-14 soccer team
ent to the Massachusetts' Tourna-
ment of Champions. We didn't make
the play-offs, but we' did win the
sportsmanship award and each won.a
5 lb box of Snickers bars.
VOICE: Why did you choose
Conn?
ALLEN: I chose Conn because it
was academically challenging with a
competitive athletic program. I love
soccer, but I also didn't want it to take
over my college career. Conn gives a
perfect balance with the high level of
play in the NESCAC. Also, I love the
beach!
VOICE: What does your pre-game
playlist consist of? Or - do you have a
number one pump up song?
ALLEN: Our playlist consists of
about 30 songs, most of which I had
never heard before ...but I like them!
. My all-time favorite pump up song is
Banquet by Bloc Party.
VOICE: Do you have any pre-
game rituals?
ALLEN: The soccer team always
has a team "psych-up" to get every-
one pumped for the game. This could
include playing darts with the other
team's face, making t-shirts or pud-
ding wrestling (it's happened!). Those
get me very excited for the games and
bring the whole team together.
VOICE: What was your most
memorable game played at Conn?
.ALLEN: When we beat Bates in
double over-time during Fall Week-
end last year - that was cool.
VOICE: Who is your sports hero?
ALLEN: I look up to my Dad's
perspective on sports. He always goes
100% no matter what the sport (even
at our annual family Thanksgiving
hockey game). He helped me grow as
an athlete when I was a kid. He would
take me out into the backyard and
.throw soccer balls at me so I wouldn't
be afraid of the ball. And it worked!
VOICE: What are your future
plans? Will soccer be a part of them?
ALLEN: My newest career. goal
is to work for National Geographic,
but who knows. I hope that I will con-
tinue to play soccer because it is such
a great sport. I hope that I will always
keep in touch with the girls on the
team because they are the best!
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SPORTS PERSPECTIVES:
If One Person Chants on Harkness
Green and There Is No One There to
Hear, Does It Still Make a Sound?
One columnist's view on putting the "spirit"
back in Spirit Week
PETER HEINZ '09
staff writer
Though October 20, may seem like
it's long way off, you should all get
excited. Go out to the Salvation Army
or the Goodwill and pick up whatever
white-and-blue (or if you're a badass
black-and-blue) gear you can find.
Then wear it all at once. There is no
greater way of showing your school
spirit than dressing like an idiot (the
tighty-whities over spandex look etc).
Why? Connecticut College will be
celebrating its Inaugural Spirit Week
from October 20 to the 23. There is
something about the school spirit at
Connecticut College that is pure mag-
ic. There is nothing better than the
feeling of a diverse and spirited cam-
pus community. It is simply amazing.
I have been quoting from 'a recent
email that we received from the Of-
fice of College Relations. Many of
us probably deleted it immediately
after seeing the word "spirit". You
shouldn't have. No bull****.
There are other elements of the
email that are worth examining at a
later date, but I would like to discuss
the third sentence-w-ith one-revision:
"The mission of CCs spirit week is
to ignite our passion for Connecticut
College and remind people what it
means to be a Camel." This college is
badly in need of some passion. .
I sincerely hope that Spirit Week
does "ignite our passion." I'm sure
that none of us care to be reminded of'
"what it means to be a camel"; cam-
els are furry animals that live in the
desert. A Camel is a student at Con-
necticut College. We need to be more
proud of that fact, or at least, we need
to take pride in the athletes that com-
pete on our behalf.
Sports have been used as a vehicle
for social mobility almost as long as
it has existed (think Jesse Owens, Ro-
berto Clemente, Muhammad Ali, Bil-
lie Jean King, etc.). Ifyou were reject-
ed from Williams, why the hell were
you not down at the AC last weekend
screaming every obscenity that your
less qualified mind could come up
with?
What is better than putting other
schools in their places? Certainly,
cheering your team to victory and let-
ting the athletes know that there are
people on this campus who recognize
their hard work is a good thing. A
couple shenanigans by a few individ-
uals is not enough, it takes a village.
It is not enough to merely have spirit.
What is the effect on the opposing
team of merely seeing a large gather-
ing of oddly dressed college students?
Next to nothing.
When I mentioned that I went to
Conn during a conversation with a
Trinity soccer player who graduated
in the early OO's,he lit up. He remem-
bered Harkness as the toughest place
he ever played. According to him, our
school was sanctioned at one point by
the NCAA because our fans were too
out of control. I haven't fact-checked
that-it's just the first column-but
even if it's not true, he thought it was.
Personally, I would love for our
school to become so intense that it
gets sanctioned. What does a sanction
mean? To me, it means that we are do-
ing our jobs.
Here are two anecdotes that should
give you a sense of what I am talk-
ing about. There was a North Carolina
basketball player, who when asked
the toughest place to play in the ACC,
didn't say Duke. Duke fans have a
lot of spirit and dress up funny and
do spirit fingers etc, but the "Dukies"
were too "nerdy". The toughest place
to play? Maryland.
Why? The fans there just didn't give
a damn. He remembered the things
that the fans said about his mother
with particular fondness (Youtubing
the Maryland "Scheyer-face" incident
shows some of the limits that Mary-
land fans are willing to push). How
many of you would call yourselves a
fan of a particular Conn College team?
Seems like a weird idea, right? Now
think about whether those Maryland
fans have the same reservations.
Secondly, I offer the story of How-
ard's Rock. Frank Howard was the
coach of the Clemson football team in
the 1960's, and he was given a rock by
a friend. One Friday he was looking
for a way to motivate his team (and
the actual wording changes with every
telling of the story) but it went some-
thing like this: They were standing at
the top of the hill that the team runs
down for its entrance to home games,
and before they did the run, he said,
"This is my rock. If you're gonna give
this team everything you've got, I'll
let you touch my rock. If not, keep
your filthy hands off of it."
Our students need to realize that
they are "capital-C" Camels and stop
giving a damn about Spirit Week,
showing spirit, dressing funny etc.
At one point, teams .feared playing
on Harkness Green. It was because
of the fans. At one point, this school
had a vicious home-field advantage-
we need to get it back. If you're too
cool to care about our teams, get your
filthy a** off my hill.
Where's Our Football?
One writer finds out why we don't have
varsity football, baseball, or softball
SARAH KOSOFSKY '12
staff writer
One thing that I noticed when ap-
plying to Connecticut College was
that there were no varsity football,
baseball, or softball teams.in the ath-
letic program. I have been asking
around to find the reason and I finally
got an answer.
There is a legend at Connecticut
College that tries to explain the lack
of these three teams. We all know that
Mary Harkness donated a lot 'of mon-
ey to the school. What some people
don't know is that, she was willing to
give the school all of her fortune and a
nice plot of land on the water, as long
as the school stayed all women, all
white, and all protestant. The school
did not agree to this. The school did
agree, however, to take a good amount
of money from Ms. Harkness, on the
terms that there would never be a foot-
ball, baseball, or softball team. She
believed that these sports would lead
to excessive drinking and rowdiness.
I decided to find out the truth about
this matter; I spoke with the Direc-
tor of Athletics, Fran Shields. What I
learned was pretty surprising.
Mr. Shields showed me a master
plan of the school's layout from 1999.
This map displayed some possible ad-
ditions and changes to the campus that
mayor may not occur in the future.
Orie of these possibilities; a baseball
field and a softball "field. The illus-
tration showed that the two would be
placed closely together on the spot of
land on which the new tennis courts
.and physical plant currently stand,
south of Tempel Green. So although
this space can no longer be converted
into fields, the map shows that base-
ball and softball are not an impossi-
bility.
Mr. Shields said that if the school
had the fields to use at their disposal,
there would be a good chance that the
two sports could become varsity.
As for football, Mr. Shields said
that when a school like Connecticut
College doesn't establish itself with a
football team from the start, it is in-
credibly difficult to introduce it to the
school. In terms of construction, sta-
diums need more space than baseball
or softball fields.
So what would the school have to
do to create a baseball and softball
fields? To. start, Connecticut Col-
lege would need at least two million
dollars to build the fields. The next
step would be to find a piece of Con-
necticut College property on which to
build the fields.
Mr. Shields said that if given the
chance, he would love to add baseball
and softball to the athletic program
here at Connecticut College.
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Breaking
Tradition
staff writer
SAILING
Camels Continue Success On The
,Water
Camel Field Hockey
ends losing ways
As Camels Take 3rd at Tufts,'Shea
Finds a Place at Nationals
ELLEN CAVANAUGH '10 MIKE FLINT '11
staff writer
The Connecticut College Sailing
Team's pattern of success so far this
season continued over the past two
weekends. Along with rejoicing over
team accomplishments, the Camels can
now add a team-member's individual
success to their list of races to celebrate.
Over the weekend of September 27
and 28, Conn sent their cooed team
to Medford, MA for the Hood Tour-
nament, while the Women stayed in
New London to 'compete in the New
England Singlehanded Championship.
The cooed Camels went into the
Hood Tournament ranked 14th in
'the country, but many of them felt as
though they deserved to be higher.
There was reason to believe that the
Camels were better than their rank
implied. The team took 1st place out
of 15 schools in the previous weekend
at Lake Champlain and took 2nd place
out of 17 schools the weekend be-
fore that at the Penobscot Bay Open.
Conn furthered that point by per-
forming well once again. This time,
the Camels took 3rd place out of
24 teams, finishing behind only #3
Yale and Salve Regina, Matt Ster-
ret ' 10 and Liz Pollock ' 11 sailed to
a 2nd place finish in the B-division,
while Bob Willis '10, Marina Gluck-
man '12, and Sarah Shear '09 earned
a 5th place finish in the A-division.
When the new national rankings
come out in October, the Camels
should receive the respect they deserve
and hopefully jump up in the ranks.
On the Women's side, team goals
were put aside for the weekend as
the ladies were able to compete indi-
vidually in the New England Single-
handed Championship. Out of the
.On September 23, the Connecti-
cut College Field Hockey Team beat
Eastern Connecticut State Univer-
sity, 2-0, putting an end to their four
game losing streak. Freshman Si-
erra Olney and senior Lynne Still-
ings scored a goal each. The Camels
have kept the ball rolling in the direc-
tion of their goal; to eam a spot in the
NESCAC championship tournament.
The Camels proceeded to defeat
Williams College, on September 27,
breaking one of the longest stand-
ing losing traditions in the history of
the program. Senior Jenny Roe and
sophomore Abby Hine each contrib-
uted a goal for the offensive force.
The Camels had not defeated the
NESCAC powerhouse since 1998,
three years before Debbie Lavigne
assumed her position as head coach.
On Wednesday, October 1st, the
team added another victory to their
streak. The Camels beat Wellesley
College 3-2 for the first time in three
years without heading into overtime
play. On the offensive end, sopho-
more Abby Hine collected a hat-trick
for the Camels while sophomore Rob-
in Edwards had three saves in goal.
Coaches Debbie Lavigne and Chan-
ning Weymouth recently discussed
the Camels three game winning
streak. Lavigne suggested that part of
their success should be attributed to
their inventive formation, conceived
specifically for the 2008 season. In-
stead of the traditional positioning,
Camel coaches created tailor-made
positions to capitalize on the Camels'
positive attributes, such as speed, en-
durance, and impeccable field sense.
Lavigne said."Because everyone is
healthy, we have the ability to maxi-
mize the talent on the field. We have
a much deeper bench. This year,
there is no individual play. We have
the capability to playas a team and
to rely on each other's refined skill."
Weymouth agreed, adding "It seems
like the team is having a lot more fun
this year than last year. They're play-
ing at such a different level, applying
what they've learned in games and
practices to their approach on the field."
Senior tri-captain Jenny Roe con-
tributed, "I feel like this is a really big
turnaround in the season for us. As
a whole, we are a lot more confident.
We know that we are a threat in the
NESCAC, and we are finally playing
like one. Not only are we showcasing
our talent in games, but the final out-
comes of our games reflect our hard
work and dedication. The numbers
are finally in correspondence with the
amount of effort that we exert. We're
winning the games that we should be
winning, instead of losing but playing
harder than the other team. The new
tradition starts this season, with this
team, and with this winning streak."
Lavigne concluded, "Tradition will
be broken when we make it to the final
four of the NESCAC Tournament!"
The Camels are to play Bates
College Saturday, October
4. Defeating the Bobcats will
give the Camels a .500 record.
•
weekend came great success: Mag-
gie Shea'll took 3rd overall and
qualified for Nationals in October.
After the final race, Conn head coach
Jeff Bresnahan was very proud of Shea,
saying, "Out plan was to finish in the
top five in the [final] race and she stuck
to our plan and sailed a great race."
Shea is the most recent woman
to join an elite class of Conn sail-
ors who have had terrific success
In the Singlehanded Class. Amanda
Clark 'OS, who sailed for US Olym-
pic team this past summer in Beijing,
won the North American Single-
handed Championship back in 2001.
The National Singlehanded
Championship will take place
at Cornell University. in Ithaca,
New York on October 24 and 25.
This past :weekend, both squads
travelled up to Boston to compete
in separate events. The cooed team
sailed in the Smith Trophy at MIT,
while the Women sailed at Bos-
ton University in the Regis Bowl.
Captain. Jonah Guerin extends to catch a disc in this weekend's home Frisbee tournament. Connecticut College's Frisbee
team, Dasein, hosted local teams like Yale, Brown, Brandeis, and University of Hartford. Dosetn went 4·J, eventually losing to
Brandeis (pictured). Photo courtesy of Norris.
Sailing photo (above) courtesy of Gabrielle Kaminsky
